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Reading Course:  
Current Research on International Institutions and International Organizations 

WS 2012/2013 
Tuesday, 16:15-17:45  

NM 113 
 
This course, held in English language, is designed for advanced M.A. students with prior knowledge of 
International Relations theory, particularly theoretical approaches to the study of international 
institutions and organizations, who want to deepen their knowledge of the field. Focusing on major 
publications from the past 5-10 years, the course offers students an opportunity to read and debate 
research that is yet “fresh off the drawing board" and that IR scholars are currently debating and 
exploring at international conferences and in ongoing research projects. Thus, students gain first-
hand insights into academic practice and learn how to identify and evaluate major research trends 
and research gaps and how to position their own interests within a changing field. Specific issues 
covered by the course include: Authority, legitimacy, and democracy of and within IOs; evolution and 
change of IOs in historical perspective; the interplay of law and politics in IOs; IOs and IOs; IOs and 
international conflict; IOs and the domestic level. 
 
 
Assignments: 

 Required readings 

 Two questions for discussion on each required text (to be posted online by Tuesday 15:00) 

 Brief profile of a scholar or of an IR journal 

 Group research proposal (to be presented on 18 or 19 January; handout to be handed in by 
14 January) 

 Essay (based on research proposal; only if grade is required) 
 
 
 
Syllabus 
 
 
16/10/2012 Introduction 
 

 
Part I: The Internal Side of International Organizations  
 
 
23/10/2012 Authority and (Democratic?) Legitimacy of IOs 

Required reading: Symons 2011; Zürn/Binder/Ecker-Ehrhardt 2012 
 

 
30/10/2012 Evolution and Change of IOs 

Required reading: Barnett/Coleman 2005; Weyland 2008 
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6/11/2012 The Interplay of Law and Politics in IOs 

Required reading: Alter 2008; Nouwen/Werner 2010 
 

 
13/11/2012 Specialization Session I: tbd 

Requried reading: tbd 
 

 
 
Part II: International Organizations and Their Environment 
 
 
20/11/2012 IOs and Other IOs 

Required reading: Busch 2007; Gehring/Oberthür 2009 
 

 
27/11/2012 IOs and International Conflict 

Required reading: Dorussen/Ward 2008; Hasenclever/Weiffen 2006 
 

 
4/12/2012 IOs and the Domestic Level 

Required reading: Donno 2010; Mansfield/Pevehouse 2008 
 

 
11/12/2012 Specialization Session II: tbd 

Required reading: tbd 
 

 
 
Part III: Developing Your Own Research Ideas on International Organizations 
 
18/12/2012 Preparation Session: Research Proposals 

no required reading 
 

 
Christmas Break 
 
18-19/1/2013 Workshop on Research Proposals  

 
Friday, 18 January: 2 sessions 
Saturday, 19 January: 3 sessions 
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List of required readings and additional literature 

 

 

PART I: THE INTERNAL SIDE OF IOS 

 

Authority and (Democratic?) Legitimacy of International Organizations  

* Symons, Jonathan. 2011.  "The Legitimation of International Organisations: Examining the Identity 

of the Communities That Grant Legitimacy". Review of International Studies 37(5): 2557–2583.* 

* Zürn, Michael, Martin Binder, and Matthias Ecker-Ehrhardt. 2012. "International Authority and Its 

Politicization". International Theory 4(1): 69–106.  

Albin, Cecilia. 2008. "Using negotiation to promote legitimacy: an assessment of proposals for 

reforming the WTO". International Affairs 84(4): 757–775. 

Grigorescu, Alexandru. 2007. "Transparency of Intergovernmental Organizations: The Roles of 

Member States, International Bureaucracies and Nongovernmental Organizations". International 

Studies Quarterly 51(3): 625–648. 

Chapman, Terrence L. 2009. "Audience Beliefs and International Organization Legitimacy". 

International Organization 63(04): 733–764. 

Keohane, Robert O., Stephen Macedo, and Andrew Moravcsik. 2009. "Democracy-Enhancing 

Multilateralism." International Organization 63(1): 1–31. 

Vs. Gartzke, Erik, and Megumi Naoi. 2011. "Multilateralism and Democracy: A Dissent 

Regarding Keohane, Macedo, and Moravcsik." International Organization 65(3): 589–598. 

Vs. Keohane, Robert O., Stephen Macedo, and Andrew Moravcsik. 2011. "Constitutional 

Democracy and World Politics: A Response to Gartzke and Naoi." International Organization 

65(3): 599–604. 

 

EU 

Guastaferro, Barbara, and Manuela Moschella. 2012. "The EU, the IMF, and the Representative Turn: 

Addressing the Challenge of Legitimacy". Swiss Political Science Review 18(2): 199–219. 

Moravcsik, Andrew. 2006. "What can we learn from the collapse of the European constitutional 

project?" Politische Vierteljahresschrift 47(2): 219–241. 

Vs. Culpepper, Pepper D., and Archon Fung. 2007. "Do all bridges collapse? Possibilities for  

democracy in the European Union". Politische Vierteljahresschrift 48(4): 730–739. 
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Rittberger, Berthold. 2007. Building Europe’s Parliament: Democratic representation Beyond the 

Nation- State. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 

 

Legtimacy in IR general 

Hurd, Ian. 1999. "Legitimacy and Authority in International Politics". International Organization 53(2): 

379–408. 

Vs. Mulligan, Shane P. 2006. "The Uses of Legitimacy in International Relations". Millennium - 

Journal of International Studies 34(2): 349–375. 

Steffek, Jens. 2003. "The Legitimation of International Governance: A Discourse Approach". European 

Journal of International Relations 9(2): 249–275. 

Vs. Mulligan, Shane. 2004. "Questioning (the Question of) Legitimacy in IR: A Reply to Jens 

Steffek". European Journal of International Relations 10(3): 475–484. 

Vs. Steffek, Jens. 2004. "Why IR Needs Legitimacy: A Rejoinder". European Journal of 

International Relations 10(3): 485–490. 

 

Evolution and Change of International Organizations 

* Barnett, Michael and Liv Coleman. 2005. "Designing Police: Interpol and the Study of Change in 

International Organizations", International Studies Quarterly, 49(4): 593-619. 

* Weyland, Kurt. 2008. "Toward a New Theory of Institutional Change". World Politics 60(2): 281–

314. 

Bulmer, Simon. 2009. "Politics in time meets the politics of time: Historical institutionalism and the 

EU timescape". Journal of European Public Policy. 16(2): 307-324. 

Fioretos, Orfeo. 2011. "Historical Institutionalism in International Relations." International 

Organization 65(2): 367–399. 

Pierson, Paul. 2004. Politics in Time: History, institutions, and social analysis. Princeton: Princeton 

University Press. 

 

The Interplay of Law and Politics in International Organizations 

International courts 

* Alter, Karen J. 2008. "Agents or Trustees? International Courts in Their Political Context". European 

Journal of International Relations 14(1): 33–63. 

* Nouwen, Sarah M.H./Werner, Wouter G. 2010. "Doing justice to the political: The ICC in Uganda 

and Sudan". European Journal of International Law 21(4): 941-965. 
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Vs. Schotel, Bas. 2011. "Doing justice to the political: The ICC in Uganda and Sudan: A Reply 

to Sarah Nouwen and Wouter Werner". European Journal of International Law 22(4): 1153-

1160. 

Vs. Nouwen, Sarah M.H./Werner, Wouter G. 2010. "Doing justice to the political: The ICC in 

Uganda and Sudan: A Rejoinder to Bas Schotel". European Journal of International Law 22(4): 

1161-64. 

 

European courts 

Carruba, Clifford J., Matthew Gabel, and Charles Hankla. 2012. "Understanding the Role of the 

European Court of Justice in European Integration". American Political Science Review 106(1): 214–

223. 

Carrubba, Clifford J., Matthew Gabel, and Charles Hankla. 2008. "Judicial Behavior Under Political 

Constraints: Evidence from the European Court of Justice". American Political Science Review 102(4): 

435–452. 

Stone Sweet, Alec, and Thomas Brunell. 2012. "The European Court of Justice, State Noncompliance, 

and the Politics of Override". American Political Science Review 106(1): 204–213. 

Voeten, Erik. 2008. "The Impartiality of International Judges: Evidence from the European Court of 

Human Rights". American Political Science Review 102(4): 417–433. 

 

WTO/GATT 

Kim, Moonhawk. 2008. "Costly Procedures: Divergent Effects of Legalization in the GATT/WTO 

Dispute Settlement Procedures". International Studies Quarterly, 52(3): 657–686. 

Zangl, Bernhard, and Bernhard Zangl. 2008. "Judicialization Matters! A Comparison of Dispute 

Settlement Ander GATT and the WTO". International Studies Quarterly 52(4): 825–854. 

 

Law & IOs in general 

Brun#ee, Jutta, and Stephen J. Toope. Eds. 2011. "Symposium on Legitimacy and Legality in 

International Law: An Interactional Account".  International Theory 3(2): 307-354.  

Beardsley, Kyle, and Holger Schmidt. 2012. "Following the Flag or Following the Charter? Examining 

the Determinants of UN Involvement in International Crises, 1945–20021". International Studies 

Quarterly 56(1): 33–49. 

Krisch, Nico. 2005. "International Law in Times of Hegemony: Unequal Power and the Shaping of the 

International Legal Order". European Journal of International Law 16(3): 369-408. 

Stiles, Kendall W. 2006. "The Power of Procedure and the Procedures of the Powerful: Anti-Terror 

Law in the United Nations". Journal of Peace Research 43(1): 37–54. 
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Tardy, Thierry. 2007. "The UN and the Use of Force: A Marriage Against Nature". Security Dialogue 

38(1): 49–70. 

 

PART II: IOS IN THEIR ENVIRONMENT 

 

International Organizations and Other International Organizations 

* Busch, Marc L. 2007. "Overlapping Institutions, Forum Shopping, and Dispute Settlement in 

International Trade." International Organization 61(4): 735–761. 

* Gehring, Thomas, and Sebastian Oberthür. 2009. "The Causal Mechanisms of Interaction Between 

International Institutions". European Journal of International Relations 15(1): 125–156. 

Cao, Xun. 2009. "Networks of Intergovernmental Organizations and Convergence in Domestic 

Economic Policies". International Studies Quarterly 53(4): 1095–1130. 

Lebovic, James H, and Erik Voeten. 2009. "The Cost of Shame: International Organizations and 

Foreign Aid in the Punishing of Human Rights Violators". Journal of Peace Research 46(1): 79–97. 

Powers, Kathy L. 2006. "Dispute Initiation and Alliance Obligations in Regional Economic Institutions". 

Journal of Peace Research 43(4): 453–471. 

Warren, Camber T. 2010. "The Geometry of Security: Modeling Interstate Alliances as Evolving 

Networks". Journal of Peace Research 47(6): 697–709. 

 

International Organizations and International Conflict 

* Dorussen, Han, and Hugh Ward. 2008. "Intergovernmental Organizations and the Kantian Peace A 

Network Perspective". Journal of Conflict Resolution 52(2): 189–212. 

* Hasenclever, Andreas, and Brigitte Weiffen. 2006. "International Institutions Are the Key: A New 

Perspective on the Democratic Peace". Review of International Studies 32(4): 563–585. 

Dumper, Michael, and Craig Larkin. 2012. "The Politics of Heritage and the Limitations of 

International Agency in Contested Cities: A Study of the Role of UNESCO in Jerusalem’s Old City". 

Review of International Studies 38(01): 25–52. 

Fausett, Elizabeth, and Thomas Volgy. 2010. "Intergovernmental Organizations (IGOs) and Interstate 

Conflict: Parsing Out IGO Effects for Alternative Dimensions of Conflict in Postcommunist Space. 

International Studies Quarterly 54 (1): 79–101. 

Gilligan, Michael, Leslie Johns, and B. Peter Rosendorff. 2010. "Strengthening International Courts 

and the Early Settlement of Disputes". Journal of Conflict Resolution 54(1): 5–38. 
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Hafner-Burton, Emilie M, and Alexander H. Montgomery. 2008. "Power or Plenty How Do 

International Trade Institutions Affect Economic Sanctions?" Journal of Conflict Resolution 52(2): 

213–242. 

Hafner-Burton, Emilie M, and Alexander H. Montgomery. 2006. "Power Positions International 

Organizations, Social Networks, and Conflict". Journal of Conflict Resolution 50(1): 3–27. 

Hafner-Burton, Emilie M, and James Ron. 2007. "Human Rights Institutions: Rhetoric and Efficacy". 

Journal of Peace Research 44(4): 379–384. 

Haftel, Yoram Z. 2007. "Designing for Peace: Regional Integration Arrangements, Institutional 

Variation, and Militarized Interstate Disputes". International Organization 61(1): 217-237. 

Hansen, Holley E, Sara McLaughlin Mitchell, and Stephen C Nemeth. 2008. "IO Mediation of 

Interstate Conflicts Moving Beyond the Global Versus Regional Dichotomy". Journal of Conflict 

Resolution 52(2): 295–325. 

Powers, Kathy L. 2006. "Dispute Initiation and Alliance Obligations in Regional Economic Institutions". 

Journal of Peace Research 43(4): 453–471. 

Tardy, Thierry. 2007. "The UN and the Use of Force: A Marriage Against Nature". Security Dialogue 

38(1): 49–70. 

Thompson, Alexander. 2006. "Coercion Through IOs: The Security Council and the Logic of 

Information Transmission". International Organization 60(1): 1–34. 

Warren, Camber T. 2010. "The Geometry of Security: Modeling Interstate Alliances as Evolving 

Networks". Journal of Peace Research 47(6): 697–709. 

 

IOs and the Domestic Level 

IOs & domestic democracy 

* Donno, Daniela. 2010. "Who Is Punished? Regional Intergovernmental Organizations and the 

Enforcement of Democratic Norms." International Organization 64(4): 593–625. 

* Mansfield, Edward D., and Jon C. Pevehouse. 2008. "Democratization and the Varieties of 

International Organizations". Journal of Conflict Resolution 52(2): 269–294. 

Alcañiz, Isabella. 2012. "Democratization and Multilateral Security." World Politics 64(2): 306–340. 

Gibler, Douglas M., and Scott Wolford. 2006. "Alliances, Then Democracy An Examination of the 

Relationship Between Regime Type and Alliance Formation". Journal of Conflict Resolution 50(1): 

129–153. 

Mansfield, Edward D., and Jon C. Pevehouse. 2006. "Democratization and International 

Organizations". International Organization 60(1): 137–167. 
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Simmons, Beth A., and Allison Danner. 2010. "Credible Commitments and the International Criminal 

Court". International Organization 64(2): 225–256. 

 

IOs & domestic politics generally 

Abouharb, M. Rodwan et al. 2006. "The Human Rights Effects of World Bank Structural Adjustment, 

1981–2000". International Studies Quarterly 50(2): 233–262. 

Allee, Todd L., and Paul K. Huth. 2006. "Legitimizing Dispute Settlement: International Legal Rulings 

as Domestic Political Cover". American Political Science Review 100(2): 219–234. 

Bueno De Mesquita, Bruce, and Alastair Smith. 2010. "The Pernicious Consequences of UN Security 

Council Membership". Journal of Conflict Resolution 54(5): 667–686. 

Cao, Xun, and Xun Cao. 2009. "Networks of Intergovernmental Organizations and Convergence in 

Domestic Economic Policies". International Studies Quarterly 53(4): 1095–1130. 

Galbreath, David, and Joanne McEvoy. 2012. "European Organizations and Minority Rights in Europe: 

On Transforming the Securitization Dynamic". Security Dialogue 43(3): 267–284. 

 

 

OPTIONAL TOPICS 

 

The Role of IO Administrations 

Elsig, Manfred. 2011. "Principal–agent Theory and the World Trade Organization: Complex Agency 

and ‘Missing Delegation’". European Journal of International Relations 17(3): 495–517. 

Gehring, Thomas, and Isabel Fischer 2009. "Making an Administrative Trustee Agent Accountable: 

Reason‐Based Decision Making within the Kyoto Protocol’s Clean Development Mechanism". 

International Studies Quarterly 53(3): 669–693. 

Zaum, Dominik. 2006. "The Authority of International Administrations in International Society". 

Review of International Studies 32(3): 455–473. 

 

Power and International Organizations 

Collard-Wexler, Simon. 2006. "Integration Under Anarchy: Neorealism and the European Union". 

European Journal of International Relations 12(3): 397–432. 

Haftel, Yoram Z, and Alexander Thompson. 2006. "The Independence of International Organizations 

Concept and Applications". Journal of Conflict Resolution 50(2): 253–275. 



9 
 

Krisch, Nico. 2005. "International Law in Times of Hegemony: Unequal Power and the Shaping of the 

International Legal Order". European Journal of International Law 16(3): 369-408. 

Lake, David A. 2007. "Escape from the State of Nature: Authority and Hierarchy in World Politics". 

International Security 32(1): 47–79. 

Romaniuk, Peter. 2010. "Institutions as Swords and Shields: Multilateral Counter-Terrorism Since 

9/11". Review of International Studies 36(03): 591–613. 

Schneider, Christina J. 2011. "Weak States and Institutionalized Bargaining Power in International 

Organizations". International Studies Quarterly 55(2): 331–355. 

Thompson, Alexander. 2006. "Coercion Through IOs: The Security Council and the Logic of 

Information Transmission". International Organization 60(1): 1–34. 

 

IOs and Non-State Actors 

Hawkins, Darren. 2008. "Protecting Democracy in Europe and the Americas". International 

Organization 62(3): 373–403. 

He, Baogang, and Hannah Murphy. 2007. "Global social justice at the WTO? The role of NGOs in 

constructing global social contracts". International Affairs 83(4): 707–727. 

 

Miscellaneous 

Katsumata, Hiro. 2011. "Mimetic Adoption and Norm Diffusion: ‘Western’ Security Cooperation in 

Southeast Asia?" Review of International Studies 37(2): 557–576. 

Krook, Mona Lena, and Jacqui True. 2012. "Rethinking the Life Cycles of International Norms: The 

United Nations and the Global Promotion of Gender Equality". European Journal of International 

Relations 18(1): 103–127. 

Odell, John S. 2009. "Breaking Deadlocks in International Institutional Negotiations: The WTO, 

Seattle, and Doha". International Studies Quarterly 53(2): 273–299. 

Roper, Steven D, and Lilian A Barria. 2010. "Burden Sharing in the Funding of the UNHCR: Refugee 

Protection as an Impure Public Good". Journal of Conflict Resolution 54(4): 616–637. 

Solingen, Etel. 2008. "The Genesis, Design and Effects of Regional Institutions: Lessons from East Asia 

and the Middle East". International Studies Quarterly 52(2): 261–294. 

Weiss, Thomas G. 2010. "How United Nations Ideas Change History". Review of International Studies 

36(Supplement S1): 3–23. 

 


