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Prerequisites 

 The seminar is based on the module "Social Structure and Social Inequality".     

 The language of instruction and the readings will be in English.  

 The seminar is in person.   

 

Content of the course 

The socio-economic integration of immigrants and their children in the host society has 

been well investigated in sociology. The process of integration involves separation from 

familiar daily life in the home society and adaptation to a new life in the host society. 

Although the process of integration is particularly dominant among first-generation 

immigrants, its degree and form may have crucial consequences for their children and 

future generations. Therefore, when the socio-economic integration of the first 

generation of immigrants is hindered, it can have long-term consequences for the 

integration of the next generations, thereby intensifying stratification in the society. 

Empirical studies on migration and integration often refer to several important 

dimensions of integration in the host society: structural integration (achievements in 

education and the labor market), acculturation (culture and socialization), social 

interaction (social relations) and identification (emotional integration). In this seminar, 

we will discuss the processes of integration in these four dimensions, their relationship 

to each other as well as their variation across generational statuses and countries. 

Special attention will be paid to the socio-structural integration of children and young 

adults with migration backgrounds, particularly in the critical periods of education and 

the transition from school to work. Students in this seminar will read and interpret 

empirical studies from the fields of migration and integration and social stratification. 

They will also make an oral presentation on one of the seminar’s topics.     
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Achievement and examinations 



Proof of participation:  

 Reading the literature and participating in discussions 

 Presenting an academic paper on one of the studied topics 

Model exam:  

 Reading the literature and participating in discussions 

 Presenting an academic paper on one of the studied topics 

 Submitting a term paper 

Migration, integration and social stratification – course plan 

Lesson 1 13.04.2023: Introduction 

- Introduction to social stratification and social inequality  

- Presentation of the course and organizational aspects  

  

Lesson 2 20.04.2023: Migration and integration using the life course theory  

- Life course principles    

- Understanding migration from a life course perspective   

-   

Lesson 3 27.04.2023: Migration and educational attainments 

- Structural integration of children and young adults 

 

Lesson 4 04.05.2023: Migration and labor market integration   

- The cost of migration 

- Theories of assimilation and segmentation  

- Ethnic discrimination in the labor market 

 

Lesson 5 11.05.2023: Acculturation  

- Acculturation strategies in different life domains   

- Model of acquiring the destination language  

 

Lesson 6 25.05.2023: Social integration 

- Social capital and ethnic segregation 

- Social and political engagement of migrants 

 

Lesson 7 01.06.2023: Identification as emotional integration 

- Ethnic identity 

- Dimensions of emotional integration  

 

Lessons 8 15.06.2023: The children of immigrants 

- Economic and cultural explanations of assimilation  



  

Lessons 9 22.06.2023:  Migration, inspirations and optimism  

- Immigrants’ optimisms   

- Aspiration-achievement paradox 

 

Lessons 10 29.06.2023: Integration of immigrants and the opportunity 

structure  

- Structural integration and labor market and training policies 

- Policies of assimilation, multiculturalism and civic integration  

 

Lesson 11 06.07.2023:  Attitudes toward immigrants 

- Trends in attitudes toward immigrants  

- Factors that shape attitudes toward immigrants 

 

Lesson 12 13.07.2023: Future outlook on migration, integration and social 

stratification   

- Summary 

- Future outlook on migration research  

 

 

 

 

 


