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“Nowadays, a number of democracies are coping with
serious problems of public disappointment and dissatis-
faction by experimenting with new forms of participa-
tion. Systematic and in depth research on this topic,
which is one of the most crucial and salient research
questions in contemporary democratic theory, is still
lacking and at the same time needed. Hence, the re-
cently established Research Unit on ‘Democratic Inno-
vations’ at Goethe University Frankfurt in Germany,
which addresses this topic on the development of new
participatory procedures, will play an especially signifi-
cant role in filling this gap.”
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“Party democracy is becoming a thing of the past.
Societies change — and democracy has to adapt. The
future of democracy is an innovative combinations of
representative, deliberative, and direct democratic
procedures.” - Prof. Dr. Brigitte GeiBel

The Democratic Innovations Research Unit
(Forschungsstelle Demokratische  Innovationen)
focuses on fundamental transformations of contem-
porary democracy. Purely representative and elite-
driven democracy is declining in favour of increasing
citizens’ involvement in politics. We conceptualize
and assess the current challenges facing democra-
cies, examine existing democratic innovations in
comparative perspective and develop proposals for
the future of democracy.

Our interdisciplinary work draws on a variety of
theoretical or methodological schools. It combines
theories of representative democracy with delibera-
tive and participatory concepts, and employs a mix-
ture of qualitative and quantitative methods.

Our core research encompasses both new and es-
tablished democracies, but our analysis of how de-
mocratic tasks can be achieved with various combi-
nations of democratic instruments and procedures
is also applicable for political systems transitioning
towards democracy.
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